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EXECUTIVE DECISION BY OFFICER 

 
Issue Date:  8 March 2013 

Decisions to take effect at end of: 15 March 2013 
 
Ref No:  
 
OD004 

Date of Decision: 
 
8 March 2013 

Decision Maker (Officer): 
 
Corporate Director (Life 
Opportunities) – Paul Price 

Subject to Call-in 
 
Yes 

 
SUBJECT OF DECISION:  Exceptional Hardship Policy, Discretionary Housing 
Payment Policy, Residency Policy 
 
 
Decision:  
 
To adopt and develop the following policies: 
 

• Residency Policy for the Local Council Tax Support Scheme 
• Exceptional Hardship Policy for Local Council Tax Support 
• Discretionary Housing Payment Policy (Housing Benefit related) 

 
 
Reason for Decision: 
 
The Local Council Tax Support scheme ensures that from 1 April 2013, LC TS is only 
paid to those working age claimants only who have resided in this Council’s 
jurisdiction for at least five years.  With regards to the Exceptional Hardship Policy, 
this is aimed at those who need extra help with their Council Tax only.  The 
Discretionary Housing Policy will enable the Council to help Claimants who need 
financial assistance with their housing costs. 
 
On 27 November 2013, the Council agreed that “delegation” is given to the Head of 
Resource Management in consultation with the Portfolio Holder to undertake the 
necessary steps and actions to implement the new LCTS Scheme from 1 April 2013.  
Under this delegation, the Corporate Director of Life Opportunities has agreed the 
above policies in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Housing, Revenues, 
Benefits and Sports Facilities. 
 
 
Alternative Options Considered 
(and rejected – together with reasons): 
 
None. 
 
 
Any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by 
the Officer which relates to the decision: 
 
None. 
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